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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This report provides background information to the Transport Committee in relation to its meeting 

with invited guests to discuss cycling in London. 

 
 
2. Recommendations 

 
2.1 That the Committee notes the report and puts questions on cycling in London to the 

invited guests and notes the discussion. 
  

2.2 That the Committee delegates authority to the Chair, in consultation with party Group 
Lead Members, to agree the output from its work on cycling in London. 

  
 

3. Background  
 
3.1 The Committee has agreed to use this meeting to discuss cycling in London. This will cover progress 

in improving cyclists’ safety and encouraging more people to make journeys by bike including 

exploring developments with the Cycle Superhighways and the cycle hire scheme.  It provides an 

opportunity for the Committee to follow up its previous reports and recommendations on these 

issues including its report on improving cyclists’ safety, Gearing Up (November 2012), and its report 

reviewing the initial operation of the cycle hire scheme and first two cycle superhighways, Pedal 

Power (November 2010). 

 

3.2 Recently there has been considerable focus on cyclists’ safety in London. This follows six cyclist 

fatalities in the first two weeks of November. These included a cyclist fatality at Bow roundabout on 

Cycle Superhighway 2 on 5 November 2013. This fatality followed Coroner Mary Hassell’s Prevention 

of Future Deaths report in October 2013 that set out concerns about Cycle Superhighway 2 after 

inquests into the deaths of cyclists Brian Dorling and Philippine de Gerin-Ricard.  

 

3.3 The Assembly has focused on cyclists’ safety at its recent meetings and referred this issue to the 

Transport Committee for further consideration. At its meeting on 6 November 2013, the Assembly 

passed a motion in light of the Mayor’s announcement that the Cycle Superhighways will be 

reviewed, calling on him to take urgent action to ensure these routes are made as safe as possible 

for cyclists, taking fully in to account the criticisms made during the inquest and in the Coroner’s 

report. The Assembly’s motion also requested that the Transport Committee consider this matter in 



        

 

detail at this meeting. Subsequently at Mayor’s Question Time on 20 November 2013, Assembly 

Members questioned the Mayor about cyclists’ safety and the Assembly unanimously agreed a 

motion calling on him to publish an action plan and timescale for improving safety on Cycle 

Superhighway 2, and for upgrading all Cycle Superhighways, in good time for consideration at this 

meeting. 

 

 

4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The following guests have been invited to attend this meeting to discuss cycling in London:  

 Andrew Gilligan, Mayor’s Cycling Commissioner;  

 Tom Bogdanowicz, Senior Policy & Development Officer; London Cycling Campaign;  

 Kirsty McCaskill-Baxter, Corporate Communications Manager, British Cycling;  

 Andrew Hill, Contract Director for London cycle hire scheme, Serco; and 

 A representative from Transport for London (TfL). 

 

4.2 In advance of the meeting, the Committee has published an online survey to obtain the views of 

Londoners about cycling in London including about cycle safety in general, the Cycle Superhighways 

and cycle hire scheme.  This survey has attracted thousands of responses and the findings will be 

used to inform the discussion at this meeting alongside any action plan that is provided by the 

Mayor for improving safety on Cycle Superhighways.  
 

4.3 Follow this meeting, the Committee may wish to produce findings on progress in improving cyclists’ 

safety and encouraging more people to cycle in London.  The Committee is recommended to 

delegate authority to the Chair, in consultation with party Group Lead Members, to agree the output 

from its work on cycling in London so that the findings can be sent to the Mayor, Transport for 

London and other stakeholders at the earliest opportunity. 
 
 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 
 
 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the GLA arising from this report. 
 
 

 

List of appendices to this report:  

None. 

 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985  
List of Background Papers: None 

 

Contact Officer: Laura Warren, Scrutiny Manager 

Telephone: 020 7983 6545 

E-mail: laura.warren@london.gov.uk  

 

mailto:laura.warren@london.gov.uk

